PREFACE

IT is counted as a prime merit in Montesquieu that
he separated biography from history. It would be an
easy thing, but also certainly a mistake, to say that to
write the history of William Howard Russell is to
write the history of the Crimean War, the Mutiny, the
American Civil War, the Austro-Prussian War, and
the Franco-German War, I have preferred to follow,
at a respectful distance, the example of Montesquieu;
the background of those wars has been sketched, and
the policy which led to them and the episodes in the
fighting have been examined or described, in exact
accordance with what seemed to be their relevance to
Russell's career

This way of writing a biography implies a strict
obligation. Since the man himself is the object of
attention, the writer is bound to try to present a real
picture of him, Yet it should be a picture that will
neither be a figure of sawdust nor gratify a debased
curiosity. To this obligation I have tried to be faithful.
Russell's achievements were inseparable from Russell's
character; his reasons for regarding men's actions in
this way or that are discoverable only through a
knowledge of what manner of man he was himself in
his family affections, his friendships, his impetuosity,
his fine power of compassion, and in those qualities
which caused him to be reckoned as matchless "good
company/'